
MEETING FOR THE GENDER AND EDUCATION NETWORK 

NERA March 2012, Copenhagen 

 

Present at the meeting:  23 persons (from Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland, Estonia, and 
Japan) 

1. Election of chairperson for the meeting 
 Elina Lahelma was elected as chair for the meeting. 

2. Election of secretary for the meeting 
Jukka Lehtonen was elected as secretary for the meeting. 
 

3. Election of members to check the minutes 
Elisabet Öhrn and Tarja Palmu were elected to check the minutes. 
 

4. Minutes for the 2011 network meeting 
Discussed and accepted. 
 

5. Gender and Education network – present situation & future plans 
Network had rather active year behind: pre-conference in 2011 conference in 
Jyväskylä, network symposium was organised in the NERA slot in the 
American Educational Research Association Conference in New Orleans in 
April 2011, renewal of the network web site and launch of the network e-mail-
list. E-mail –list have some 60 members (most coming from either Sweden or 
Finland, some from Iceland, Norway, Denmark, Estonia and elsewhere).  
There was discussion on how to develop the future work. This year there were 
not so many network sessions organised (three paper sessions and three 
roundtable sessions). The coming Gender and Education Association Interim 
conference in Gothenburg might have effected on it. It was decided to make an 
advertisement about the network for the Gothenburg conference. For future 
conferences, if the number of papers to the Gender and Education network 
should continue to be small, it was suggested to be organised joint sessions with 
other networks and symposiums with discussants. They might make the program 
for the network more interesting and attractive.  
It was also informed about the possibility to join the Finnish Educational 
Research Association FERA conference in the end of November 2012 in 
Helsinki. Bronwyn Davies will be lecturing and there will be English sessions 
organized.  
 

6. Comments on the 2012 congress in Copenhagen 
There was a discussion about this year’s conference and how it was organised 
and what could be done differently in the future conferences. 



There were problems with communication between the organizers and the 
convener: network session participants e-mail addresses were impossible to get 
(which made it difficult to network and inform participants), program chair 
persons were changed by the organizers with consulting the convener, there 
were no information received about the cancelations in the network sessions 
from the organizers, and e-mails and questions were not properly answered. 
There was discussions also on conference fees, timetable issues, and 
communication problems. Conference fee was said to be too high. There should 
be different price categories: cheaper for PhD students, and perhaps also for 
unemployed, retired, and other similar groups, as well as one-day price. The 
conference could be in weekdays and not during weekend, and conference 
dinner could be earlier and not in the last day. Names of all presenters should be 
listed in the program, information about the different forms of working 
(symposium, round table, paper session etc.) should be provided in the program 
booklet, and abstracts should be found earlier in the net than happened this year. 
These issues and ideas were send as regards to network conveners’ meeting to 
be held next day. 
 

7. The 2013 Congress 
Next conference will be held in Reykjavik in early March 2013. 
 

8. Any other business 
There was informed about the possibility to apply funding for projects from 
Nordforsk (Education for tomorrow): 
http://www.nordforsk.org/en/funding/utlysninger/preannouncement-calls-
within-the-programme-education-for-tomorrow-en 
There is also emphasis on gender aspects mentioned in the application info. 
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